We are now making our own K9 Kennels raw dog food which consists of Alberta Beef supplemented with Cooked Rice, Raw Potatoes, Apples, Oranges, Garlic, Eggs (on occasion), Kelp and Cod Liver Oil. We are still doing research into what the dogs will need, but we feel that having 100% control over what goes into our dogs, will make healthier happier breeding and working dogs. The key is 75% meat, 25% vegetables and fruit etc.
If a raw diet is not for you, look for a kibble that does not contain corn or corn bi-products. 

Read the information below, and make an educated decision!

_______________________________________________________

Get the Facts: Dog Food Ingredients:

From: Get The Facts:

What’s Really in Pet Food www.api4animals.org/Petfood.htm 

Wheat, Soy, Corn, Peanut Hulls, and Other Vegetable Protein

The amount of grain products used in pet food has risen over the last decade. Once considered filler by the pet food industry, cereal and grain products now replace a considerable proportion of the meat that was used in the first commercial pet foods. The availability of nutrients in these products is dependent upon the digestibility of the grain. The amount and type of carbohydrate in pet food determines the amount of nutrient value the animal actually gets. 
Dogs and cats can almost completely absorb carbohydrates from some grains, such as white rice. 
Up to 20% of the nutritional value of other grains can escape digestion. The availability of nutrients for wheat, beans, and oats is poor. 
The nutrients in potatoes and corn are far less available than those in rice. 
Some ingredients, such as peanut hulls, are used for filler or fiber, and have no significant nutritional value.

Two of the top three ingredients in pet foods, particularly dry foods, are almost always some form of grain products. 
Pedigree Performance Food for Dogs lists Ground Corn, Chicken By-Product Meal, and Corn Gluten Meal as its top three ingredients. 
9 Lives Crunchy Meals for cats lists Ground Yellow Corn, Corn Gluten Meal, and Poultry By-Product Meal as its first three ingredients. 
Since cats are true carnivores — they must eat meat to fulfill certain physiological needs — one may wonder why we are feeding a corn-based product to them. 
The answer is that corn is a much cheaper “energy source” than meat.

_____________________________________________________

From: http://dogs.about.com/cs/dietandnutrition/qt/corn_free.htm

Corn, Wheat and Soy Free Dry Dog Foods for the Allergy Sufferer 

From Krista Mifflin,

Your Guide to Dogs.

FREE Newsletter. Sign Up Now!

Corn, soy, and wheat are three of the biggest culprits as far as food allergies in dogs go, and finding a brand of dry dog food that is free of these ingredients can be tricky.
Itchy, red, flakey skin, and a dull coat are common symptoms of food allergies. Always check the ingredients on your dog's food, and always check with your veterinarian to eliminate other health problems that may be causing dermatitis.
We were feeding Costco brand, Kirkland Signature puppy chow. Ingredients listed below.
Use this as a comparison for the kibble you will be buying.

Guaranteed Analysis: Crude Protein 28% minimum.
Crude Fat: 17% minimum

Crude Fiber 3.0% maximum

Ingredients:

#1 Chicken, #2 Chicken Meal, #3 Whole grain Brown Rice, #4 Cracked Pearle Barley, egg product, beet pulp, chicken fat (preserved with mixed tocopherols and Vitamin E): 
[Tocopherols: In general, foods will spoil without some form of temperature control or preservatives. While many manufacturers in the commercial pet food industry still feel that less expensive but potentially carcinogenic chemical and artificial preservatives like BHA, BHT, and Ethoxyquin can be safely used to keep pet food from turning rancid, recent studies have shown otherwise. 

Despite the evidence, many commercial pet food brands, including Science Diet, Iams, Eukanuba, and Pedigree, continue to use BHA, BHT, and/or ethoxyquin to extend the shelf life and reduce fat spoilage (rancidity) of their pet foods and pet treats. 

Tocopherols, a natural antioxidant and Vitamin E source, Vitamin E is an antioxidant that retards the oxidation of other vitamins. 

Vitamin E works as a natural preservative for a period of up to 12 months and as a peak preservative up to 6 months. Tocopherols used as preservatives in pet food do have a shorter lifespan than chemical preservatives, which can be a concern with some pet food brands that are warehoused or shipped to retail stores and left on store shelves for extended periods of time.] 

potatoes, fishmeal, flaxseed, natural flavor, brewers dried yeast, millet, potassium chloride, salt, 
choline chloride: 
[Choline chloride is a member of the B-complex group of water-soluble vitamins (vitamin B-4). It is used as an animal feed additive to enhanse digestion],

carrots, peas, kelp, apples, dried skim milk, cranberry powder, salmon oil, rosemary extract….  And bottom line – no corn.
There is NO corn in either of these dog foods, and if you read the label, it is filled with meat and meat by products, vegetables, rice, fruit, and vitamins. This food, in our opinion can't be matched by some of the so called high end dog foods.

So,  don't just go out and purchase the cheapest brand of food out there. 

Look at the ingredients. 

Especially take note of the first 3 or 4, because the higher up on the list, that is what is most in the bag. 

Eg: if Corn is listed first, then the majority of what is in that bag, is corn. Also look for: Corn, Corn gluten meal, processed corn - whatever they want to call it - sometimes, the same product is listed many times, in many different ways. It is all Corn.
Choose your dog food the same way you choose your breakfast cereal - well perhaps not a good comparison there, because I do like Sugar Crisp, (Can't get enough of that Sugar Crisp, Sugar Crisp, Sugar crisp - gotta love that Sugar Bear!) and I know it is not THE most nutritious of cereals. 
But, at least that is truth in advertising - the NAME of it is SUGAR Crisp, so I KNOW I am buying sugar, but, it's not something I eat every day either.

There are other really good dog foods out there but you have to look for them. I'm just not a big fan of Pedigree, IAMS, Eukinuba... to name a few, all who list Corn as one of their top ingredients.
If you can, go to a raw dog food diet. In my opinion, you don't get better than that for your dog. 
But, it is not just raw meat - it has vegetables and fruit in there too, so if you are building it yourself, find a good recipe, or go to someone who specializes in a Raw Food Diet - Mountain Dog Food is one, but there are many others. It is perhaps the best way to feed your dog for its lifetime. It is the best thing for your dog’s teeth, digestion, hair coat and skin. 

